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Why America Needs a Left: An Historical Argument (2012), Cambridge: Polity Press.
French Translation: Left: un Essai sur I’ autre gauche aux Etats-Unis (2012),

Selected Articles and Book Chapters.
“Psychoanalysis and Jewish History”, Encyclopedia of Jewish History ,(forthcoming).

“From Psychoanalysis to Cybernetics: The Case of Her”, American Imago, val. 72, no. 2:
197-210, 2015.

“Freud’'s Theory of Memory”, in Dimitri Nikulin, Memory, Oxford: University Press,
2015.

“What is Palitical History”, Reviewsin American History, Autumn, 2013.

Rethinking the American Left”, Socialist Register, 2012 (Trandation: Merkur 2013).

“Eros of the Impossible and the problem of Freudo-Marxism”, “Eros nevozmozhnogo i
problema freidomarksizma’, NZ (Moscow), 2013, 5/91.

“Psychoanalysis, Authoritarianism and the 1960s’, in Joy Damous and Mariano Ben
Plotkin, Psychoanalysis and Politics: Histories of Psychoanalysis under Conditions of
Restricted Political Freedom (2012), New Y ork: Oxford University Press.

“Psychoanalysis, Vulnerability and War”, in Adrienne Harris (ed.), First Do No Harm
(2010), New York: Routledge, Trandated as Psychanalyse, vulnérabilité et guerre, in Le
Cog-'Heron 201.

“Narcissism, Persona Life and Identity: The Place of the 1960s in the History of
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“Psychoanalysis and the Spirit of Capitalism”, Constellations, 2008, val. 15, no. 3, pp,
366-381.

German trandation: Merkur, Spring, 2006.
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Polityczny (Political Review).

“Beyond the Blues: Richard Wright, Psychoanalysis and the Modern idea of Culture”,
in Joy Damousi and Mariano Plotkin, The Transnational Unconscious, New York:
Palgrave 2007.

“Freud in the Twenty First Century”, in Zeitschrift fur Individual
Psychologie and Osterreichische Zeitschrift fiir Volkskunde, (2007) Joe Merlino, Freud at
150, (New York: Rowman and Littlefield).

“Psychoanaysis, the Family and Persona Life: Narcisssm and the 'Relational
Revolution' of the 1960", E.I.A.L. Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y € Caribe,
vol. 18, no. 1, (2007). Special Issue on Transnational Psychoanalysis.

“The Place of Psychoanaysis in the History of the Jews’, Psychoanalysis and History,
vol. 8, no. 2, 2006.

“Collective Memory and Narrative: A Response to Etkind”, Constellations, vol. 16, no. 1,
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2. The Combination of these Forms of Labor has Created the Specific Character of Women's
Labor within the Family in Modern Capitalist Society.
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At the same Time, the rise of Capitalism Brought Men and Women together in an Unprecedented
Way. in Earlier Societies, the Father was the Dominant Figure and the Husband-Wife Relationship of
Lesser Significance. This was Reflected in the Role of Inheritance in Organizing the Rights,
Relationships, and Emotiona Tone of the Traditional Family. The Rise of Capitaism Made Labor,
rather than "Patrimony,” the Basis of Famiilial Life. On the One Hand, Women Began to Work Outside
the Home, Frequently Alongside Men; on the Other, Like Men, they Sought to Marry on the Basis of
Personal Choice rather than Parental Dictate. Thus Women were Increasingly Released from the
Family at a Timewhen the Ideological Significance of Femininity, Domesticity, and Motherhood was
Vadtly Intensified.

(Y% dmis) CUS 3 e I STHL gars
The Following Discussion is an Attempt to Understand the Recent History of the Family as Part of the
History of the Capitalist Mode of Production.
M5 aed b I Slesl gl o b el o i S L e g 3 &S ou
3. To Answer this Question | have Tried to Describe the Expansion of Persona Life among the
Masses of People in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. Some of the Origins of this
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Process Lie in the History of the Family. Lawrence Stone has Described the Early Modern
Family in England as a "Loose Association of Transents, Constantly Broken Up by Desath of
Parents or Children or the Early Departure of Children from the Home. According to David
Hunt's Study of France in the same Period, Infancy was Dominated by the Difficulty in Getting
Enough to Eat, and by Corpora Punishment Aimed at Breaking the Child's will. Although
their Labor was Valued, Women in Rural France did not even Eat at the same Table with their
Husbands. Sexudity and Marriage were Regulated by Community Opinion, as well as the
Charivari, "Skimmington Rides," "Rough Music," and other forms of Community Control.

Slmes 55 Ol Sl gl (S5 (58 5l (o ploded S oy 00l & oy 1
o3l 5l b s Al cpl Slaaly) Sl ehs Cod g S 5 03350 Slaeds )3 030
YA sl o 5TV dmio SLL lau 55 55 Jsl GISLL Sl el a5 i) Sl iy
el 05 e 5 B STHL b 60T 51 g 5 (OS
In Contrast the Development of the Bourgeois Family Encouraged Individualism, Self-
Consciousness, and a New Attention Todomestic Relations.
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4. Apparently, Kinship was the Earliest Focus of Socia Integration, Antedating Economic Classes
and the State: The Rise of Aristocraciesin the Ancient Mediterranean World was Accompanied
by a new Emphasis. on the Line or House (e.g., oikos Paternal Authority, a Cult of Ancestors,
Emale Virginity, and the Importance of male Descendants. The Aristocratic Line was a Self-
Contained Entity, no Longer a Subsidiary Unit of the Kindred or gens and as such became a
Dynamic Principle of social Continuity. This Aristocratic Ideal was Democratized and Extended
to the Masses of People in Many forms, but Especially through Christianity. When, with the
Development of Feudalism, an Aristocracy Began to Reemerge in Europe Around A.D. 1000, it
Used the Earlier Ideal of Patrilineal Marriage to Organize its Relations.

5. In Retrospect it can be Seen that the Revolution Begun in Early Modern Europe has had
World-Historical Ignificance. As the First Socia Class to Link Sexuality, Shared Labor, and
Marriage, the Bourgeoisie Developed and Generdized an Ided of "Love which is Conscious
of Responsibility Throughout al the Nuances of the Organic Life Process,” in Max Weber's
Formulation. At the same Time, because Bourgeois Individuaism Rested on Market
Relations, the Nature of Responsibility for others was Becoming Problematic. Almost from
the First, Bourgeois Marriage was ldealized

as the Crucid Ingtitution Establishing an Eternally Binding Obligation. As Tony Tanner
has Written: "The Ideal Aim of the Bourgeois Family, as of Bourgeois Society, was Simply to
Maintain the Structure it has Established, to Rescue it from the Contingency of its Origins and
Invest it with Permanence and thus to Participate in Societys myth of its own Perenniality.
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6. At the same Time, Domestic Industry, Along with the Commercialization of Agriculture, Laid
the Basis for the Rise of Urban Manufacturing. As Hans Medick Remarked: "The Family
Functioned Objectively as an Internal Engine of Growth ... Precisely Because subjectively it
Remained Tied to the Norm and Rules of Behavior of the Traditional Familial Subsistence
Economy," i.e., the Economic Cooperation of al Family Members. Through Hiring Labor
and Through Acquiring the Weaver's Loomsin Lieu of Debt Repayment, the Rural Merchant
Slowly Became an Industrial Capitalist.

With the Increasing Prevalence of a Money Economy, the Basis of the Family Slowly
Began to Shift. Earlier, Inheritance of Land (Patrimony) had been the Centra Factor
Establishing the Family's Continuity Through Time.

Family Conflicts Revolved around the Question of when and on what Terms the Father
would Hand over Control of the Farm to his Children. Rut in the Eighteenth Century, the
Family Economy was Increasingly Dictated by the Need for Cash, Even Though this
Necessitated Family Members Leaving the Family to Earn Money in Domestic Service,
Agricultura Labor, and Early Forms of Industry. As a Result, Parental and Community
Control over Marriage Slowly Began to Lessen as it Became Possible for Young People to
Found their own Families. Guilds, Which by Controlling Access to Employment aso
Controlled Marriage, Began to Give Way to a Market in Labor. The Average Age of
Marriage-Always Uniquely High in Europewhen Compared to other Civilizations-Began to
Decline Around1750. Similarly, there was a Decline in Mortality, Accompaniedat First* by a
Rise in Fertility and Leading to Unprecedented Population Growth. Finaly, the Dowry
System Declined-Theyoung Woman Now Brought her Labor to the Marriage-Removing

an Additional Disincentive to Child Bearing among the Poor. These Changes all Preceded
and Made Possible the Industrial Revolution.

7. The Peasant Family had been Characterized by the Family Economy, the Need to Pool the
Labor of Everyone in the Household. Only the -Urban Poor Relied on Wages or Cash
Income, Andurban Populations were in Large Part Unmarried: Members of; Religious
Orders, Soldiers, Servants, Progtitutes. By the Nineteenth Century. the Spread of Capitalism
Meant .that the Familywage Economy; which Previoudy-Characterized the Poor,
Replacedthe Family" Economy. In- Louise Tilly and Joan Scott's Formulation: "The
Composition of the Household was no Longerdictated by a Need for Household Laborers ...
but by a Need for. Cash. 'Fhe Balance among Wage Earners-and Consumers in Thehousehold
Determined Family Fortunes.

Since-the Mother in Peasant Families Traditionally had the Role of Pooling Resources
and. Providing Food t (for Which Most Resources Went), her Importance was Enhanced
within the Family Wage Economy. In Addition to Fathers Passing on a Productive’ Skill to
their, Sons, Mothers Now Began to Sociaize Childrenof Both Sexes into Hard Work at an
Early Age and to Findthem Employment When they were Older. In Spite of .Increasing
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Educational Opportunities in the Nineteenth Century, Daughters of the Peasantry or of Rural
Laborers Typicaly Becamedomestic Servants. When they Worked in Factories,
Employerspromised to Supervise them, Sometimes Even Sendingtheir Wages Back to their
Parents. "What Happiness,” Wrote-:One Nineteenth Century French Girl, "when | will
have-Earnedmy First Money, to Place it in my Mother's Hands and say to her, 'Yours,
Maman. It isn't much but it will Help you: "Thefamily Wage Economy, Therefore,
Strengthened Thetraditional sense of Familia Solidarity, Bringing Out, Perhaps for the First

Time, the Way in which Solidarity Pivoted on the Mother. In America the Family Wage
Economy did not Begin to Breakdown until the Twentieth Century, When Working Women
Livingincome Over to their Mothers.

8. A Conception of Personal Life as Historically Formed can Add a Specid Dimension to that
Palitics. For the Present, Personallife is one Problem among Many-Imperiaism, Racism,
Political Democracy, etc. But in a Certain Sense it will be Longer Lasting. If we Think
Ahead, Even Hundreds of Years, Long After the Entireglobe has Become Sociaist, Long
After the wars between Nationsand Races and Sexes, Currently Raging, have Quieted Down
and Become Part of History, we can ask, what will then be the Tasks Facing Society? Our
own Task, the Most Immediate and Urgentone Facing us, will then be Solved: Production
will be Rationalized and Socialized. Labor, Distribution, Consumption, etc., will be under our
purposeful control. What will society then beabout? It will be about some form of persona
Development, Achieved by Individuals Both Through Socia Activity and Alone.This Kind of
Activity will Increase as Production and its Imperatives-the Realm of Necessity-Occupy a
Smaller and Smaller Place in Human Life.

This Somewhat Utopian Possibility is Foreshad owed in the Present. Until our own Times
all Human Relations were Integrated With, and Subordinated to, the Imperatives of Economic
Production. This was the Case in Capitalism so long. as the Self was Identified with Private
Property and Socia Life (Including the Family) with Production. But with the Socidization
of Productiona Discontinuity Opened between Work and Life, between the Family and the
Economy: which has Given Rise to a New ldea Unredlizable under Capitalism: that of
Human Relations and Human Beings as an end in them selves. This Idea Gives the Family
and such Ingtitutions as Romantic Love or Childhood their Unique Modern Character but asiit
Currently Prevails this Ideais |deological.

The Contemporary Proletariat, Having no Private Property Touphold, Upholds the " Self'
as an autonomous realm outside society. The ided of life-sty le expresses thisideology. At the
Sametime this Ideology Expresses a Redlistic Possibility: that of a Society in Which the
Production of Necessity Goods is a Subordinate Part of Socia Life and in Which the
Purposes and Character of Labor are Determined by the Individual Members of Society. The
Idea of a Life no Longer Dominated by Relations of Production Hasan Old and Elitist
History; it has been the Province of Philosophers, Aristocrats, Courtiers, Mystics, and then in
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the Nineteenth Century, Artists and Intellectuas. In Contemporary Society it has been
Achieved in a Distorted and Mangled Form by the Entire Working Class. A Democratic and
Feminist Socialism Could Make Possible the Redlization of that Ideal on aUniversal Basis.

9. The Classic Nineteenth Century Feminist Statements Took Shape amid the Enlightenment,
the French Revolution, and Theensuing-Wave of Democratic Reform. Mary Wollstonecraft
Criticized the Earlier Idedlization of Femae Beauty Which, in the Words of Edmund Burke,
"Always carries with it an Idea of Weakness and Imperfection”."The Mind Shapes it Sdf to
the Body," Wollstonecraft Complained, "and Roaming Round its Gilt Cage, Only Seeks to
adore its Prison." Wollstonecraft Wrote of a .wild wish": "to See the Distinction of Sex
Confounded in Society, unless where Love Animates the Behavior." In 1869 Harriet and John
Stuart Mill Produced the Most Astute Nineteenth Century

Critique of Mae Domination Which, they Noted, was Surrounded by. the Most Intense
and Deeply Rooted" Feelings.

Male Domination they Wrote, Differs from other Oppressions in the Fact that it Ranges
from "the Clodhopper [to] the Highest Nobleman”-and in the Intimacy of the Relationship:
"Every One who Desires Power, Desiresit Most Over those who are Nearest to Him." "Men,"
they Wrote, "do not Want Solely the Obedienceof \Women, they Want their Sentiments."
Equality of rights would not only "abate the exaggerated self-abnegation which is the present
ideal of Feminine Character" but Men "would no Longer be Taught to Worship their own will
as such aGrand Thing that it is Actualy the law for Another Rational Being.

The Predominant Nineteenth Century Exponents of Women's Rights, However, Based
their, Claims on the Moral and Socia Significance of Women's Sphere, rather than on Millsian
Liberdism and Individua Rights. One Example of how Nineteenth Century Women Turned
the Cult of Domegticity to their own ends is what Nancy Cott Calls Passionlessness. Female
Chastity had Traditionally been Linked to Mae Property and Honor, but Feminists such as
Hannah More Used the Idea that Women were free from Carna Motivations as a Cornerstone
for the Argument of Women's Mord Superiority.55 Nineteenth Century Women Joined with
other Incressingly Margindized Groups, Expecialy Preachers, to Sponsor Movements of
Moral Reform such as Temperance, Socia Purity, Censorship, and the Abalition of the Double

Standard. Their Participation in these Movements Supported the |dea that \Women were the
Guardians of Society's Moras and that their Entry into Society would Humanize it. As Ann
Douglas has Written: "The Well-Bred Woman was either Essential or Superannuated, a Savior
or a Creature Degtined to Speedy Extinction. The Narcisssm a Work in the Very Extremism
of such Alternatives Could Hardly Disguise the Fear Which Gave it Birth."56 Nonetheless,
Arguments Based on Women's Culture and Moral Nature were More Successful than those of
Enlightenment Individuaism in Influencing the Lives of Working Class Women for Example,
in Extending a Belief in the Dignity of Motherhood Beyond the Middle-Class Home, and in
Sanctioning Poorer Women's Right to Refuse Sex to Men, Expecialy Upperclass men.
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10. Now the Dominant Image of Women was that of the Mother who, Freed from Domestic
Labor by the Abundance of Servants, Could Devote herself Wholly to her Child.
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